The molecule of the title complex, (I) (Fig. 1) , is centrosymmetric, which crystallizes in space group P2 1 /c. Its structure may be described as one-dimensional zigzag chains (Fig. 2) lying parallel to the b-Axis. It exhibits π-π stacking interactions belonging to a face-to-face form with the distance 3.647 Å. A three dimensional network is thus formed by π-π stacking interaction of phthalates and hydrogen bonds; details of hydrogen-bonding parameters have been provided in the Table. Experimental Potassium hydrogen phthalate (0.2040 g, 1 mmol), and KOH (0.0560 g, 1 mmol) were dissolved in 50 ml EtOH/H 2 O (V:V = 1:1). To this solution was added a solution of Ni(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O (0.2901 g, 1 mmol) in 10 ml double-distilled water. The resulting solution was heated at 373 K for 96 h. After cooling to room temperature, blue crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained in a yield up to 65.42%.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 8 H 5 O 4 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], the Ni II atom lies on an inversion centre and exhibits a square-planar geometry incorporating two phthalate and two water O atoms. The nickel complex is stabilized by intramolecular interactions involving water O atoms and H atoms of the phthalate groups. It forms one-dimensional zigzag chains along the b axis which are held together viastacking interactions (3.647 Å ) between the benzene rings of the phthalate groups. The adjacent chains are also hydrogen bonded, resulting in a threedimensional supramolecular network.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz À 1 2 ; (ii) x; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: R-AXIS (Rigaku, 1996) ; cell refinement: R-AXIS; data reduction: R-AXIS; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: TEXSAN (Molecular Structure Corporation, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: TEXSAN. Fig. 1 . A view of (I) with 30% probability ellipsoid. 
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